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Oct 10, 2001

.. A. Bugene Hammermaster
1207 Main Street
Sumner, WA 98390 |

Dear Gene,

I talked to Reiko Callner, and she has agreed that there is no reason for me to
continue as a mentor in your matter, in light of the fact that formal charges
have now been filed before the Commission on Judicial Conduct.

I have enjoyed working with you, and have enjoyed your willingness to make
changes to comply with the directives of the Supreme Court. Unfortunately,
e after the investigative staff of the Commission on Judicial

compiled additional allegations.
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Qctober 12, 2001

J. Reiko Callner
Investigative Officer
Commission on Judicial Conduct

P.O.Box 1817
Olympia, WA 98507

Re: A. Eugene Hammermaster

Dear Reiko Callner,

As we discussed in our recent telephone conversation, there appears to be no
reason to my continuing as mentor to Judge Hammermaster. We have agreed
that with the filing of formal charges before the Commission on Judicial
Conduct, my role as mentor is no longer of any purpose. Therefore please
accept this letter as my resignation as mentor. :

Interestingly, I found Judge Hammermaster most receptive to my suggestions
and most willing to make changes to comply with the concerns of the
Commission on Judicial Conduct and with the directives of the Supreme
Court. Unfortunately, my involvement with Judge Hammermaster came after

7
T

cc: A. Eugene Hammermaster
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HAMMERMASTER LAW OFFICES

1207 MAIN STREET

A EUGENE HAMMERMASTER SUMNER, WASHINGTON 98380 DAVID C. HAMMERMASTER
‘ LAWYER [
v (2s53) 883-5115 LAWYER

+ FAX:(253) 883-8BD48

~ June 28, 2001

'Ms, Margo 7. Keller, Chairman
Commission on Judicial Conduct
P.0O. Box 1817 '

908 Rast 5" Ave.

Olynmpia, WA 98507

Dear Ms. Keller & Membérs of the Judiéial Conduct Commission:

It is with disappointment and dismay that I recently
- received a new statement of allegations which appear to
include most of the issues that I understood were included
and/or addressed as part of the prior proceeding. My Proba-
tionary Period has been ongoing for more than a year and
during that time, I have had no communication from the

Commission and was, therefore, of the opinion that I was in
full compliance with the Commission's regquirements and my

probation. '

In addition, you have just recently appointed a Mentor,

Judge Gary Utligard, and the issues raised by the newly filed
allegations appear to be of the nature that I would have
anticipated being counseled and mentored by Judge Utigard.
Since your recent appointment of a Mentor, I have met with
Judge Utigard to discuss his involvement in this matter and he
ingquired as to whether or not I had received any communication
from you as to any concerns that needed to be addressed. I
advised him that there had been no contact and kelieved the
Commission was satisfied with the ongoing Probation.

The matters raised by the new allegations relate primar—
ily to forms and procedure and, it was my understanding, that
those issues were included as part of the prior proceeding.
The forms and procedures that were found unacceptable as a
result of the prior proceeding, were changed and all parties
involved in making the change (City Attorneys, Public De-
fender, Court staff and nyself) were of the opinion that the
changes were in accordance with the directives of the Commis-
sion and that any procedural and/or form issues not previously
raised were deemed acceptable by the Commission.
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Ms. Margo T. Keller, Chairman
Commission on Judicial Conduct
June 28, 2001 w0 .

Rage Two .

By way of example when my period of suspension was coming
to an end, you declined to allow me to resume the bench until
you approved the facilities in my law offices for the holding
of Court Sessions for Orting, Wilkeson and South Prairie in
between those Courts' regular sessions. 2As I believe you are
aware, Wilkeson/sSouth Prairie held a regular session once a
month and Orting holds a regular Court session twice a month.

In fact, one of your staff members came to my office,
viewed the fac;Ll:Ltles and requested that we go through a
"mock" procedure to clarify where the Defendant would sit,
where the Judge would sit and where the recording equlpment
and its microphones would be placed. That test run took place
and was approved by your staff, thereby allowing me to return
to the Bench. I was unaware that the Commission has now
changed its position in regards te that procedure for Orting
Municipal cCourt (I do not believe that any sessions of the
Wilkeson/South Prairie Court were held in my offices since I
resumaed the Bench)

I would request that you not act on the allegations nor
require me to respond to them until your Mentor, Judge

- Utigard, has had the opportunity to review them, counsel and

mentor with me in regards to them, and address possible
resolutions that would be acceptable to the Commission. I
have always intended to follow the Commission's directives and
requests, both in letter and spirit, and continue with that
desire and intent. I am willing to change any and/all forms
and procedures to meet your requxraments and will do so in
accordance with that request and direction, and the counsel
and advice of Judge Utigard. I am also w:Lll;mg to consider a
resolution that would result in bring my Judicial career to a
conclusion by not being reappmntec} at the end of this year
when my terms of office expire.

In addition, I would request that the undersigned be
given the opportumty to meet with the Commission to discuss
these matters further so that a resolution acceptable to the
Commission can be reached as scon as possible. I would also
like to ask Judge Utigard to accompany me to that meeting. If
it is not possible or permissible to meet with the entire
Comuission, I respectfully request the opportunity to meet
with a Committee or Section of the Commission.

CARVE: ¥



Ms. Margo T. Keller, Chairman
Commission on Judicial Conduct
June 28, 2001

Page Three

I have just received a telephone call from Mr. Paul
Taylor seeking to schedule my deposition. Again, I would
request that also be delayed until Judge Utigard has had the
opportunity to review, counsel and mentor on the issues.

In summary, I request an extension of the 21 day time
requirement to respond to the allegations (now 13 days and one
of those being a holiday and 4 of those being weakends?‘, and
that the deposition, presently scheduled for July 12 (the
22" day after service), likewise be delayed in accordance with

the reguests made herein.

Very truly yours,

A. EUGENE HAMMERMASTER
. Sumner and Orting
" Municipal Court Judge

AFH:aj

cc: Mrs. Patricia Bosmang, Sumner City Attorney
Mr. Jeff Day, Orting City Attorney
Judge Gary Utigard
DMCJA Board :

Office of the aAdminietrator for the Courts
DMCTA :

1206 S. Quince Street

P.O. Box 41170 .

Olympia, WA 98504-1170
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CG'N'FTITMA'I‘ION“(_)"F ENROLLMENT ‘ 1

JATLE  APRIL 11,2000

[O: FON. ALBERT EUGENE IIAMMLI{MAS TER
~ 1207 MAIN ST., SUMNLR, WA 98390 -

RE: ETHICS FOR JUDGES
~ 06/07/2000-06/08/2000, MINNEAPOLIS, MN

“hank you for choosing The Nalional Judicial Collcge for your educational nceds. You have been
nrolled in (he above course. Pleasc verily that your name and address above are correcl. Read the
nformation below carefully. I you have any questions, please call (he Registrar's Office at (800) 255-

343. We look [orward (o sceing you.
\TTENDANCE INFORMATION

Wednesday, June 07, 2000 . .
Spouses/guests dare
Registration: 7:30 um nvited to the Conference
Orientation and Welcome: 8:00 am Fee Event dinner,
Class or Discussion Groups: 8:30 am Tickets cunt be purchased
, ‘ Srent ay NIC staff
Thursday, June 08, 2000 \ L o _ member. |

Coursc Ends: 5:00 pmm

All classes begin at 8:00 a.m., each morning, unless otherwise noted,

To receive pour Certificate of Completion, you must attend all classes and discussion
i, ) .
groups and be present throtigh graduation on the final day of the session.

AYMENT INFORMATION __ | ]

" The wition for this course is $500 (unfess taken in conjunclion witli Constitutional Courts, in “which
case lhe tuition is $895). The conlerence fce is $115 (unless taken in conjunction with
Constitutional Courts, in which case the confercnce fec is $220). The [unding agency listed on your
application will be billed for tuition angd conference fces prior (o the course opening date. 1 no
ageney is listed, you will be billed personally and must Forward (hie juvoice Lo the responsible
agency. 1 you arc responsible for fces, please remil as soon as possible,

‘ANCLLLAUON POLICY e ‘ et e e v e .:A:J
A full refund of tuition will be made if the cancellation notice is reccived 30 days prior Lo the
beginning ol the course; otherwise, there is a $50 cancellation fece. As a reminder, you are required
to provide canccllation nolices to both NJC and the location with which you made housing
arrangements. You are financially rc:';ponsxblc for any housing {ec charged should you fail to cancel

your housing reservations. 1,

EE ‘\$

- EXMIBIT Sl
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The National Judicial @ollege

. American Bar Association

ThlS certificate is awarded to

ALBERT EUGENE HAMMERMASTER

In recognition of faithful completion of
Ethics for Judges

In witness whereof, this certificate has been signed by the Chair of the
Board of Trustees and the President of The National Judicial College at
the University of Nevada, Reno.

June §, 2000

()
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J{mcs A. Noe, Chair
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The {Ational Judicial Colle{)

[ ' CONFIRMATION OF ENROLLMINT - 3|
DATE  APRIL 11,2000
TO: HON. ALBERT EUGUNL HAMMERMASTUR
1207 MAIN §T., SUMNER, WA 98390
RE:  CONSTITUTIONAL CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

07/10/2000 - 07/14/2000

Thank you {or choosing The National Judicial Coliggc for your educational nceds. You have been
enrolled in the above course. Please verily thal your name and address above are correel, Read e
information below carefully. Il you have any questions, please call the Regisirar's Office al (800) 255-

8343, Wec look lorward {u sceing you.

ATTENDANCEINFORMATION "~ "~ """ """ | T
Muonday, Jn[v 1(1 2(10()
Registration: 730 am .
Oricntation and Welcome: " 8:00 am
Course Begins:* 8:15 am
Friday, July 14, 2000.
Course Inds: : 10:30 am

All classes Monday through Friday begin at 8:00 am cach morning.

To receive your Certificate of Completion, you must attend all classes and discussion
groups and be present through graduation on the final day of the session.

’LANNING INFORMATION ]
For plamnn;:, your tr ip, information regarding your housing ; accommodations and ground
transportation is enclosed with this confirmalion. You are respousible [or arranging your housing

and transportation arrangements directly. Addmonal mformation is also encloscd Lo make your
stay in Reno a pleasant one. 4

wAik A rmaem 4 ¥ e S tae 4EEp e me e t— —

CONFERENCE FEE (MEAL) INFORMATION
“TTheTonlcrence [fee thati yoh pay, in addition [0 your tuition, covers (he relreshmient bréuks, lunch
on Monday through Thursday, and the Conlcrence IFee Event dinner. for information regarding

meals al the Universily Inn, refer o the NJC Information Handbook.

PAYMENT INFORMATION T ]
The funding ageney listed on your "lpphc.auon will be billed for tuition and conference lees prior o

the course opening date. [[no agency is listed, you will be billed personally and must forward the
invoice to the responsible agency, 1f you arc responsible for fees, pleasc remil as soon as possible.

AP e ec m s M sex Ssae w e o cmipwmess b5 e . -——J
Gt AT e e —

"ANCLLLAIION roucy
A Tl vefund of twition will be made il cancellation notice is received 30 da y" prior lo he

beginning of the coursc; olherwise, there is a $50 cancellation [ce. As a reminder, you need to
provide cancellation notices (o both NJC and the localion with which you made housing
arrangements. You are {inancially responsible for any housing fee charged should you (ail to
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The Natmnal Judicial @ollege

Amencan Bar Assocmhon

ThIS certlﬁcate is awarded to

ALBERT EUGENE HAMMERMASTER

In recognition of faithful completion of
Constitutional Criminal Proﬁcedure

In witness whereof, this certificate has been signed by the Chair of the
Board of Trustees and the President of The National Judicial College at
the University of Nevada, Reno.

Qg I Ve

July 14,2000

Jﬁmes A. Noz, Chair
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The I tional Judicial Colleg™
" CONFIRMATION OF ENROLEMENT ™

JATE  APRIL |1, 2000
(O HON. ALBERT EUGENL HAMMERMASTER
1207 MAIN ST., SUMNLER, WA 98390
Ui RECOGNIZING AND HANDLING BIAS IN YOUR COURT

08/21/2000 - 08/22/2000

“hank you for choosing The National Judicial College for your educational needs. You have been
nrolled in the above course. Please verily thal your mwune and address above are correct. Read the
nformation below carcfully. L[ you have any questions, pleasc call the Registrar's OlMice al (800) 255-

343, We look lorward Lo secing you.

LTTLNDANCE INFORMATION o o ]
f(mn’ay, /ilrguﬂ 21, G’U(? . '
Registration: 7:30 am
Oricntation and Welcome: . .8:00 am
Course Begins: © . 8:15am
Tuesday, Augnst 22, 2000 o
Course Ends: - 5:00 pm

All classcs begin at 8:00 am cach morning, unless otherwise noted,

To receive your Certificate of Completion, you must attend all classes and discussion
groups and be present through graduation on the final day af the session.

'LANNING INFORMATION e
For plaxmmg your mp, ‘informalion rcgardmg youx housmg accommodalions and ground

transportation is enclosed with this conlirmation. You arc responsible for arranging your housing
and {ransporlalion arrangemenis ducclly Additional mlozmauou is also cncloscd o make yuux stay

in Reno a pleasant one.
"ONFERENCE FEE (MEAL) INFORMATION|
" T'he Conference Fee thal you pay, in addition (o your lwition, covers the relicshment breuks, lunch
and thie Conference IFec Bvent dinner, For inlormation regarding meals at the University lnn, refer
to the NJC [nformation Handbook.

'AYMENT INFORMATION ~ R

“The ium.lm;:, apency listed on your dpph(.dlu)ll will e bilicd Tor taition and conference fees pmn o
the course opening date. 1M no agencey is listed, you will be billed personally and must forward tie
invoice (o (he responsible ageney. I you are responsible [or fees, please remil as soon as possible.

PR
3 me o M B e . L - ]

JANCELLATION POLICY _~ ~ "~

A Tall relund of tuition will be made if cancellation notice is received 30 days prior Lo the
beginning of the course; otherwise, there is a $50 cancellation lee. As u reninder, you need (o
provide cancellation notices to both NJC and the location with which you made housing
arrangements. You are financially responsible [or any housing Ice charged should you fail Lo
cancel your housing rescrvations.
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T'ne National Judicial Gollege

American Bar Association

Thls certlﬁcate is awarded to

ALBERT EUGENE HAMMERMASTER

In recognition of faithful completion of
Recognizing and Handling Bias In Your Court

Tn witness whereof, this certificate has been signed by the Chair of the
Board of Trustees and the President of The National Judicial College at
the University of Nevada, Reno. )

QMM

Aueust 22, 2000

J mes A. Noe, Chair

' Pcrcy %unw Ir. Pr\:@
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STATE OF WASHINGTON

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

PO, Box 1817 * Olympia, Washington 91507 « (360) 753-4585 * FAX (360) 586-2918

November 5, 1999

Honorable A.E. Hamimemmaster

1207 Main Strect
Sumner, Washinglon, 98390

RE: 95-1937-F-67

Dear Judge Hammiermastor:

Pursuant to the enclosed communication from your attomey, Kurt Bulmer, we are lurther
addressing the concemns that you raised in your letter dated October 15, 1999, to Judge David
Edwards, We understand that you and your counsel agree and prefer that Comymission
represcntatives communicate with you directly on administrative issucs regarding the sanctlions

imposcd on you by the State Supreme Court.-

To reiterate our obscrvation from our Jeller to you dated October 25, 1999, a suspension
from judicial office is neither a partial or provisionary suspension. Such a suspcnsion operales,
unless otherwisc stated, to remove from the suspended judge all authorily to act in the capacity
ol judge, whether those judicial functions are “ministerial,” pro tcm, or otherwisc, Under the
terms of the Supreme Court’s order of suspension, you may not engage in any judieial capacity,
whether inside or oulside of a courtroom. That includes but is not cxclusive to the cxamples
cited in your letler: signing checks, approving purchase orders, performing marriages, scrving as
a pro tem judge, or participation in judicial committees, The cities by which you were cmiploycd
will need to utilize the services ol other judicial officers during the period of your suspension and
until the ofher remedial conditions of the Supreme Court’s order have been ful [illed to the
satisfaction of the Commission. The solc exception sct forth by the Supremc Court was that you
may solicit financial assistance from the cities of Sumner, Orting, and South Prairic toward the

payinent of the cost o F judicial education courses.

Inregard (o thosc remedial training requirements (criminal procedure, cthics and
diversity), T suggest you review, as a starting point, thosc educational courses o fTcred for judges

by the National Judicial College in Reno, Nevada. There are also other educational sources that
could meet the requirement for your fulfillment of a corrective coursc of action. [However, please
note that all courses must be approved in advance by the Commission. You should undertake to
seek this approval far in advance of the date of the course 5o the Commission hais sufficient lime

lo revicw your proposal(s) and you have sullicient time to register, .

exuieir. (o
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Regarding a judicial mentor, you may suggcest to the Commission sever-al judges or
retired judges who might be able and willing to undertake what will be a significant commitment
on their part. 'I'he judicial mentor musl be approved by the Commission. [['you cannol suggcesl
an approprialc menlar, the Commission may undertake (o assign a judicial person as your
mentor. The dutics of (he judicial mentor can be scheduled to commence befo re the expiration of

the suspension and continue thereafter in a manner to be prescribed by the Coramission.

Aller you resume judicial duties, a representalive from the Commissiosa miay occasionally
obscrve your procecdings.  You will also be asked to provide our oflice with case files and tapes
on request. To assist in monitoring, you must keep tapes of all proceedings for the twa-year
monitoring period. You must also assure that courl taping cquipment is properly opcrating. In
those situations where you did not rccord your proceedings, you should arrange to do so for the

monitoring period.

Thank yon for your inquiry. Pleasc note the {oregoing observations arc preliminary in
nature. The Commission must approve any specific corrective course ol actiory in wriling.

Sincerely,
Danilltl.

David Akana
Executive Dircclor

Xc: Kurt Bulmer, Attorney for Respondent
Paul Taylor, Disciplinary Counsel
Judge David Edwards

¥
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HAMMERMASTER LAW OFFICES
’ 1207 MAIN STREET
A, EUGENE HAMMERMASTER SUMNER, WASHINGTON SB83po pAVID C. HAMMERMASTER
LAWYER (263) 863-B115 LAWYER

FAX: (2673) 8e3-g904B

s November 12, 1999

State of Washington
Commission on Judicial Conduct
P.O. Box 1817

Olympia, WA 98507

ATTN: Mr. David Akana
Executive Director

Re: 95-1937-F=67
Dear Mr. Akana:

N This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of November
5, 1999 for which I thank you.

I was not aware that I would be provided the opportunity
of suggesting names for the position of Judicial Mentor.
Please express my gratitude to the Commission for that
privilege. I have no knowledge as to what tthe Judicial
Mentor's duties and responsibilities will/would be, but
hevertheless would suggest three (3) names, all nearby
Municipal cCourt Judges: Judge James Helbling, Bonney Lake,
Judge Alan Hutchinson, Eatonville (resides in Puyallup), and
Judge Stephen Shelton, Puyallup. I have not contacted any of
the foregoing. If none of the foregoing are axvailable, I
would suggest Judges from the next closest Municipal Courts,
which would he Pacific, Milton, Fife, or Buckley .

Likewise, I was unaware that the Commission would allow
me to select or suggest the educational coursess. However,
before doing so, I would appreciate being advised by the
Conmission as to how many hours of each area will be regquired.
In addition, you make reference to "other educatiomnal sources":
and I would appreciate being advised of those as well.

EXHIBIT ],
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State of Washington

ATTN: Mr. pavid Akana
Executive Director

November 12, 1999

Page Two

As to my inquiry concerning on-going activities, I would
like the opportunity to address the Commission on the matter
0? 51qning checks, approving purxchase orders, and participa-
tion in DMCJA Committees. I would submit that none of the
foregoing are Judicial functions. As to the signing of checks
a§d approving purchase orders, the other signatories in the
City of Sumner are City employees who perform no judicial
functions. oOne of the signatories is the Court Clerk and the

other is someone in the City's finance office.

Likewise, it does not appear that participation in a
DMCJA Committee constitutes a "Judicial function'. A number
of non-judges often are in attendance at those meetings and
participate in the discussions. I also believe participation
in those Committees would be "educational™ and could, perhaps,
be part of the education requirements. If there is a distinc-
tion between "participation" and Yattendance" I would be
pleased to discuss that with the Commission as well.

If the Commission has already addressed my reguests,
please provide me with a copy of the minutes of that meeting.
If not, I would appreciate the opportunity to appear before
the Commission to make those requests. Please advise if that
appearance would be in person or by a writing/petition.

Again, I would inguire of the Commission as to which
member or members I should direct my requests. Pending being
so advised, I will henceforth direct all communications to Mr.
Dallaire, who I understand is the Commission Cha irman.

Very truly yours,

A. EUGENE HAMMERMASTER

AEH:aj

91053
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

RO, Dox 1017 + Olympia, Washington 98507 « (360) 753-4585 + FAX (360} 506-2910

May 2, 2001

Honorable A.E. Hammermaster
1207 Main Street
Sumner, WA 98390

RE: 95-1937-F-67 .

Dear Judge Hammermaster:

In keeping with the orders of the State Supreme Court and the Commission on Judicial
Conduct in the above-referenced case, retired Judge Gary Utigard Has yenerously agreed to
serve as your judicial mentor, As judicial mentor, Judge Utigard is prepared to be a resource
to you in managing your judicial obligations in a fashion that comports with the training that you
received atthe National Judicial Conduct, and to avoid repetition of the problems identified and
addressed by the State Supreme Court and the Commission. Judge Utigard’s role is not to
supplant the monitoring function of the Commission, nor is it to restate or screen the obligations
imposed by either the Commission or the State Supreme Court,

Judge Utigard's contact infarmation is:

Judge Gary Utigard, Retired
2447 SW 170th

Burien, WA'98166 "

(208) 439-9747

The details of frequency of contact and specific points of assistance offered to you by Judge

Utigard should be worked out between yourself and your mentor. If there is an issue that is
problematic or requires assistance or clarification, both you or he should not hesitate to contact

the Commission office,

7/7/42@/&,

J. Reiko Callner
Investigative Officer

JRC:ij ’ . . * : g ey
xc:  Judge Gary Utigard, retired ' EXHIBIT O e
CJC Members
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HAMMERMASTER LAW OFFICES ~
1207 MAIN STREET

IUGENE HAMMERMASTER SUMNER, WASHINGTON 95380 . DAVID €. HAMMERMASTER

LAWYER (253) s€3-51Is : LAWYER

FAX: (253) 863-8948

.. ‘ May 25, 2001

Honorable Gary Utlgard
2447 SW 170%
Burien, WA 98166

~

Re: In The Matter Of llonorable
A. E. Hammermaster, Judge

Dear Gary:
-

. It is my understandzng that the Judicial Conduct
Commission has again requested tapes and copies of forms.
Perhaps this would present an opportunity for your mentoring
of me as to any concerns that the Commission might have
following their review of those tapes and forms. I would look
forward to the opportunity to be so mentored by you and look
forward to going over any information that is made available
to you from the Commission.

Very truly yours,
DICTATED AND MAILED
‘WITHOUT SIGNATURE TO

AVOID DELAY

A. EUGENE HAMMERMASLIER

Lo

AEH:aj
cc: Commission on Judicial Conduct

P.O. Box 1817
Olympia, WA 98507 . =

-,'Exnlalr";,.‘;.?.,..;..v,;' |

Lo
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HAMMERMASTER LAW OFFICES
) . 1207 MAIN STREET
A, . EUGENE HAMMERMASTER SUMNER, WASHINGTON 88380 ’ DAVID C, HAMMERMASTER
LAWY E ;
WYER . (253) 863-5115 , LAWYER

Fax: (253) 863-8B48

October 18, 2001

State of Washington -
commission on Judicial Conduct
P.O. Box 1817 e

Olympia, WA 98507 .

ATTN: Mr. David Akana
Executive Director

Dear Mr. Akana:

As I began preparing my Response to the charges, I became
aware that I apparently was provided an incomplete copy of the .
Charges. The document served upon me entitled "Statement of
Charges" and filed October 8° 2001 consisted of nine (9)
pages together with a letter s:.gned by you. No Exhibits
whatsoever were attached to the copy of the Statement of

Charges served on me.

- Accordingly, I would request that I be prowvided with a
complete copy of the Charges, including any Exh:.b:tts and that
the twenty-one (21) day time periocd referenced in your letter
for my response not commence until I have been pxrovided with

the complete copy.
Very truly yours,

'A. EUGENE HAMMERMASTER

AEH:aj

cc: Kurt Bulmer, Attorney

EXHIBIT..J......—,.-
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. STATE OF WASHINGTQN

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

P.O. Box 1817 » Olympia, Washingfon 98507 = (360) 7534585 + FAX (360) 586-2918

Via Fax and {/.S. Majr

October 23, 2001

A. Eugene Hammermaster, Judge

- Sumner and Orting Municipal Courts
1207 Main Street
Sumner, WA 98330

Re: CJC 3210 . :
Dear Judge Hammermaster:

Our office received a letter today from you, dated October 18, 2001, indicating your
recant awareness that yeu were provided an incomplete cepy of the Statement of

' Charges. Your belief is not correet: The Statement of Charges filed on October 8, 2001
consists of nine (9) pages and contains ne exhibits. A full copy is also available on the

Internet at hitp:/fwww cjc state.wa.us.

- Very truly yours, _ | :
Jaf e, , ,
David Akana
Executive Director
DA;jmc

cc: Kurt Bulmer
Paul Taylor

EXHIBIT ._:.\J..._.:

& U%;l
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“7 % " AGCESS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITEES
- 'All court facilities are accessible to disabled persons. The
“ office of the City Attorney Is on the second floor of Cly Hall, -
_-;and might nol ba accessible to disabled pessons. If you need -
-0 meet wilh the Cily Aftorney, psase call shead lo amange @ . -
*mesting in an accessible part of the building. g ’

- - Y .o L . X L R

" Vislon impalred: The clerks In the count will asslst in reading . -

- .4l forms and explanations and procedures, and with sealing In -

‘he courtroom. ' T e s

" Hearlng impalred: Please contact the court if you will need a . -

_ _.slgn language interpreter. "An Interpreter will be provided at no N
“costtoyou, - '

S T HELPUS HELPYOUT . T -
.+ Nolify the courl clerk if your-name or address changes

HAMMERMASTER LAW

- K you have & Washington State Driver's License (valid or
~not valid), end the name or address on your drivér's
icense Is not cument, notfy the slate Departmen

i Licensing. -The oourt clerk will provide a form for you'

:send to Dol or the clerk will mail It for you!

v .~ Keep all documents pertaining to your case. If you ose a
- document, you may reques! a copy from the cour: clerk.-
" You may be charged a fee for coples, :

+  When yod_cnntact the caurt or Cily Atiorney, be prepaied
o giveyour case number, " R

APPEAL PROCESS ’
z the final decision of the Municipal Cour Judge may be ..
gzpealed to Superior Court, the Notice of Appeal must be filed °
thin 30 days. An asttorney can provide forms for the appeal,
= {orms may be requested from the courl cleik. An appeal
“ond may be required fo slay judgment in the case until
2 mpletion of the appeal process. -
.
She cost o pepare the recod for appeal is $40 for crimin
i infrection cases. There is 2n additional charge of $110 1o
speal 2 Bnding 2n 2n iphadlinn afler 2 Cantacted hasrin




~ s P
This ;~%ormation is provided to help guich " u~
“through the processes in Municipal Court. --.

g1059

. COURTROOM ETIQUETTE _
Vieapons are nol permitled in the coudroom.  ©
Remove hal upon entering lhe courtroom. - -

_No smoking, food or drink is allowed in the courtroa

No loud noises or talkirg during court proceedings. - -

Children may be present in the courtroom, but witl have fo

be removed if they distusb the proceedings, ~ .

v # o« e ow

ARRAIGNMENT  * .= .0
The purpese of arraignmenl is to advise you of the charge(s)
3gains! you, your constitutional righls, and to recard your plea, -

Srou have the right to an atiomey to represent you at
xArraignment If your altomey doesn't accornpany you to
Harraignment, the court has & public defender present to provide
invlformation related to arraignment proceedings. However, ‘the
public defender does not represent any individugls d uring‘[he
Famraignment process. You may choose to be screened for
éappoln!ed counsel, and, if you gualify, an attemey wili be
gappoln!ed to represent you. Appointed counse! will not be’
tmmediately available. By waiving counsel at arraignment you'
sor't be Tequired to return to court on anolher day for
arraigriment. - : R

Hot Guailty” Plea: If you enter a plea of "nol gully™.“a pre
conference will be sel. If you will be tepresented by an
attorney, contact your altoiney immediately lo begin 'working
2an your case. : SRR A

gsnpulation to the Record: If you stipulaie to the record you * -
are giving up your right o a trial and the judge will determine if
iafou are guilty based on the evidence. If a finding of guilty Is
Nzntered, you may make a statement prior [o sentencing. Some
2 stipulations preserve the right to appeal. ) -
b . .
—Persoral Recognizance: If you are In custody 2t the time of -
Dyour amaignment, you may request release based on’ your
«promise o appear for all {uture hearings. If the court granls
your request, you must comply with al{ conditions placed on
Syour redease. If personal recognizarice is not granted, ball wil )
=he required to secure your release. Any fallure to appear could
iesult in forfeiture of bail or bond. i ]

1U/2Y/U1

_ - tia) hearing. The pretrial hearing is for discussion of your case
" and presentalion of any motions to be heard before trial, If you -
* fall {o appear, a bench warrant may be Issued, ", o

- addresses st least 44 days prior to your tria! date, You muist : '
- serve the subpoenes for your winesses. . .

'Dimscd\}éiv': You have the' right to rec'aiv'e'i:oplesﬁ of \iif(ttegu
- materials relevant to the facls in your case.’ Requests for’

'Aﬁome)_{, _—

N if a find ing of gullty is enlered, senlencing will take place.” You"

- forth, and if the conditions are salisfied, the charge is elthe

reduced or dismissed according fo the original agresment.”|t -

o
T

PRETRIALHEARINGS - . ‘%

Wheh' & slea of "not guilly” is entered the case Is setfor a pre

= " BENCH TRIALS AND JURY TRIALS -~ -7 =%
I trial by jury is walved, the case will be sel for a bench bial, o
trial by Jury Is not walved, a jury trial will be sel. A Readiness
Hearing is set prior to the trial date. The readiness hearingis a_
mandatory headlng, and failre to appear may result in
cancellation of the jury trial andissuance of a bench warrant, -

Continuance Policy: Any reguest for continuance must be
made more than seven days prior to the hearing or triel date, or-
you could be required to pay court costs as determined by the’
Courl. Conlinuances must be approvad by the Court, © .

Witnesses: You have the rijht to subpoena witesses fo
leslify or your behall. The Court Clerk will prepare Ihe
‘subpoenas for you if you supply a list of witness names an

"discovery” should be addressed to the office of the City’

" Clty Attorney
- 1104 Maple Street
- Sumner, WA 98330 N
B _ (253) 863-B300, ext. 411 .
T FAX (253)863-2850 ’

, ~ SENTENCING AND .~ °
CONDITIONS OF SUSPENDED SENTENGE

may be. required to pay a fine, courl costs, restilution and other
fees. Yor may also be required to serve a jalt sentence. It Jail 3.
lime is assessed, you could be remanded to the jal direclly -+
trom the courroom, or the Judge may cooperale wih you in &
scheduling your jall time so It does not Interdere unduly with -
your job or other respunsibllifies. You may be required to pay .-
a fee lo serve your jall time on a weekend. You wil not be -+
admitled lo the Jall unless you show picture Kentification. -~~~

The Judgs may suspend a portion of the assessed fine and/or s
Jail senterce and impose varlous condifions on the Suspension. " ~
I the condifions are satisfied, the suspended fine or Jall time Is
not imposed. i the conditions are violaled, = cour hearing - -
may be scheduled. Fallurs to appear may resull in a bench
warrant for your arest. : : R

AT DEFERREDFINDINGS = :
A case may be continued without a “finding”, o disposition, for
@ specified amount of time. Conditions of probalion ane " set

~ Depattment of Licensing. -

— - - o~

col....ons ar: violaled, including coud ordered payme.. of
fines or costs, a heasing will be sel for disppsition. on the
original charge. Failure t> appear for any hearing relatéd to an
alleged violafion of conditions of

bench wamant for your arrest, ™

" PAYMENT OF FINES AND COSTS R
Fires and cosis are dus in full at sentencing. However, you'
may Tequest & fine payment agreement. Fallure to {oliow the
agreernent can result In added fees and costs, suspensin of
your privilege to drive, & bench warrant for your ames! and/or
assignment te a collection agency. If you cannot make yeur
payment, contact the court clerk. With permission of the Cour,
Community Service may be perfomed In lieu paymenl and
should be reqlested when the penaty Is assessed, -

- . BAILAND BAILBONDS .- :

Cash bail or ball bonds will be held untll exoneralion” Is
approved by the Court. Failure to appear at any hearing may
result in forfellure of the ball or bond and issuance of a bench
warrant for your arrest. Cash bail may be refunded or applied
to fines or costs. Ball refunds are made by a check writlen to
both the defendan! and the bafl poster, unless other
arrangements are approved by the Courl. Bonds are mralled
back to the bonding company, - - T

REPGRTING TO DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING Lie
A conviction on, or a bal forfeiture to, any lraffic violatin 1s
reported to the state Department of Licensing in Olympia and
becomes a part of your permanent driving record.  Failure to
appear in coutt on a trafficrelated aiminal charge will result in
notfication to the Department of Licensing of failure to appear,
and your privilage to drive could be suspended..

On conviction of cedain domestic volence offenses, Noiiué of
Ineigibiiity to Possess a Fireamn Is forwarded 1o lhe

For :Information reqarding vour driving rarnm sl Thha
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~10/29/01

MON 15:51 FAX 253 863 8948

HAMMERMASTER LAW

N
T ‘]W' Tl

' SUMNER MUNICIPAL COURT
ADVISEMENT OF RIGHTS,

Ihavc been advised of the following rights: - - %06

" DATED:

1.. I have the right to be represented by an attomey and to have an attorney appomted

to represent me if I am found to be mdxgcnt and unable to atford an attorney.

Thavearighttoa qpeedy, pubhc trial in Sumner bcfore cxther a _mdge orjury. If]

choose to waive my right to trial by j Jury, Imay. mthdraw that waiver by notifying
the court within 10 days of the date I waive my _}ury tnal right. * -

I have the right to remain sn!ent bcforc and durmg tnal and I have the right to

 refuse to testify against m}’self SRR

. Ihave the nght to hear and questxon wxmesses who testxfy agamst me at trial.

. I'bave the nght to compel thnc:»scs to testify, for me’ at tnai and that such
‘mtnesses can be made to’ appear at no expense to me. :

. I understand Y am prcsumcd mnoceut untll a cbarge agamst me is proven beyond a-
reasonable doubt or untxl I enter a plea of gm.lty SRR

. Thave the nght to appcal a ﬁndmg of gmlt followmg‘ tnal

_— "Defcndant '

: ,:v‘-,.gs
PO

EXHIBIT

|
|
i
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1U/2Z¥/U1  MUN 15:52 FAX 253 863 8Y4¥ HAMMERMASTER LAW 191061
IN THE ML..(CIPAL COURT OF THE CITY OF GUMNER
PIERCE COUNTY, WASHINGTON

: )
CITY OF SUMNER, )
) Case No: «CASE»
Plaintiff, ; -
) WAIVER OF THE RIGHT
vs. | TO AN ATTORNEY

«NAME», ;
Defendant. )

-am the Defendant who is charged in the above listed case and cause number. | ask this court to
allow me to waive my right to an attorney and to proceed without an attorney. | understand all of the
‘ollowing: '

1. | am aware that if | represent myself the Judge ¢annot help me present my case to the Judge or to
a jury. The Judge cannct even give me advice as to how to present my case to the Judge or a jury. |
Inderstand that all rules of the law will apply to the presentation of my case, including all court rules

and all rules of evidence, | understand | will be treated as if | were represented by an attorncy or was

an attorney myself.

2. | have been informed and fully understand that | have the right to be represented by an attorney.
f | cannot afford to hire an attorney, one may be provided to me, at no expense to me. | understand
hat if | plead guilty without an attorney, | am acting as my own attorney. | further understand that

acting as my own attorney may have disadvantages that would not exist if | were represented by an

iftorney.

3. | am aware that if | am found guilty of more than one crime, the Judge can order a separate
sentence for each crime. The Judge can also order that each sentence be served consecutive; this
neans one sentence is served separately and when it is done the next sentence is served, and so
n, until all consecutive sentences have been served.

k. If I am found guilty of a gross misdemeanor the court may sentence me up to 365 days (one year)
n jail and fine me up to $5,000.00. ~

3. If | am found guilty of a misdemeanor the court may sentence me up to 90 (ninety) days in jail and
ine me up to $1,000.00.

Jespite ail of the above, | choose to represent mysell without the aid of an attorney. ! sign this
locument freely, voluntarily and with full knowledge of the hazards | may face and the disadvantages

f representing myself.

Jated this day of , 2001.
Jefendant Judge /Court Commissioner/Pro Tem
VAIVER OF THE RIGHT TO AN ATTORNEY EXHIBIT E_J_({. N City of Sumner
1104 Maple Stresl
Voo , , Sumner WA 98390

i (253) B63-8300

[
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10/29/01 MON 15:52 FAX 253 863 8948 HAMMERMASTER LAW
-( ) .

JEFFREY K. DAY

Attorney at Law

July 5, 2001

To Whom it May Conéem,

I am writing this letter to outline procedures which are currently used in Sumner at
arraignments. I have been a public defender there since 1992 and I am ira court on a

weekly basis.

About a year ago we initiated a procedure in which all persons who have arraignment
hearings see me first outside of the courtroom. This was started largely asa result of the
Commission’s prior concerns about the process in Sumner. When a person comes in for
arraignment I explain his/her constitutional rights verbally. I also have each person sign a
form which outlines those rights. I sign the form as well, These forms are then put in the
defendant’s court file. Given the procedure where people are advised of their rights by
me both verbally and in writing; including the right to have an attomey appointed if the
defendant is indigent, I have no doubt that persons appearing before the Court know their
rights at the time they are arraigned.

Following the advisement of rights, I speak with each defendant individuaIly to make
sure he or she knows the possible consequences if'a guilty plea is entered. [ advise them
as to the likely sentence a judge will hand out, and I often prepare arad review a
Stipulation to Facts form if the person wishes to dispose of the case. In many cases I will
fill in a recommendation for sentencing which the prosecutor then reviews and signs. I
review the Stipulation forms with each person to be sure he/she knows the possible
maximum and minimum sentence, the fact that certain rights are being givera up and the
fact the judge does not have to follow any recommendation made. I also answer any
questions the individual has. '

If a person indicates he or she wishes to apply for assigned counsel, I have staff screen
the defendant on the spot and obtain financial information on a screening sheet. That
sheet is then sent into court for the Judge to review. I do not make the decision whether
the person qualifies for a public defender as I feel it would be a conflict forme to do so. I
simply get the information necessary for the Judge to make a decision.

: Aftf;}' thorough discussion with each defendant about his/her rights, need for am appointed
attorney and the decision whether to plead not guilty or enter a stipulatiora to facts, I
complete the necessary paperwork, review it with the defendant and send the defendant
and the pag;rwork mnto the courtroom. My goals, via this process, have been to ensure

a ;'—1 g . 112 W, Mecker/PO> Box 247
s , . Ex“la ITW_ , Puyallup, WA 9837 1
e ' (253)845-1791 Fax = (253)840-1656
T E-Mail: jkday@puy zatluplaw.com
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' pjcgple are aware of their constitutional rights and to conduct the financial inquiry in
writing rather than in open court.

Please feel free to contact me if you require any additional information.

Sincerel
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c

Arraignment Script

[Call roll if the rights will be explained to a group. Hold latecomers to the end of the
calendar so that you can explain their rights to them on the record.]

6/01 CLJ Criminal Procedures Lo 215, i §1100 Amaignment
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o O

edl
'KZ‘N i)

[Call the defendants forward individually. State the case name, cause number and
persons present for the record.] ' .

ieflglirat s 6

[Judge should mqulre as to the need for an interpreter if circumstances indicate one is
necessary. See §400.11 G}

§1100 Arraignment 216 CLJ Criminal Procedures 6/01
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[This concludes the arraignment. Schedule the other hearings based onthe plea or
request entered by the defendant. You may wish to explain the other types of hearings
and matters such as possible deferred prosecutions either to the group or individually.]

O
s 71

6/01 CLJ Criminal Procedures ’ 217 . §1100 Arraignment
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IN THE MUNICIPAL COURT OF THE CITY OF SUMNER
PIERCE COUNTY, WASHINGTON '

" CITY OF SUMNER, g Case No.
Plaintiff, ) STATEMENT OF DEFENDANT
, ) ON PLEA OF GUILTY
vS. ) ‘ ‘
)
: )
' )
Defendant.
and my age is

1. My true name is

T

2. | went through the grade,
3. IHAVE BEEN INFORMED AND FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT:

(2) | have the right to representation by a lawyer and that if | cannot afford lo pay for a lawyer, one will be

provided at no expense to me
{b) { am charged with
The elements are:

4. | UNDERSTAND THAT | HAVE THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT RIGHTS, AND | GIVE THEM ALL UP BY
PILEADING GUILTY:

(a) The right to a speedy and public trial by an impariial jury in the county where the crime is alleged to have
been committed; (b) The right to remain silent before and during trial, and the right to refuse to lestify against
myself, (c) The right at trial to hear and question the witnesses who testify against me; (d) The right al trial lo
testify and have witnesses testify for me. These witnesses can be made to appear al no expense lo me; (e) |
am presumed innocent unless the charge is proven beyond a reasonable doubt or | enter a plea of guilly: ()

The righl to agpeal a finding of guilt after a trial.
5. IN CONSIDERING THE CONSEQUENCES OF MY GUILTY PLEA, | UNDERSTAND THAT:

(a) The crime(s) with which | am charged carries a maximum sentence of 80 365 days in

jailand a $1,000 $5,000 fine and a mandatory minimum sentence of
. The law does not allow any reduction of the minimum sentence.

(b) The judge can give me any senlence up to the maximum authorized by law no maller what anyone

recommends. :
(¢) The judge may place me on probation for up lo five years if | am sentenced under RCW 46.61.5055 or up

lo two years for all other offenses and impose conditions of probation.

(d) The judge may require me to pay costs, fees and assessments authorized by law. The judge may also
order me lu make restitution to any vicims who lost money or property as a result of crimes | committed. The
maximum amount of restitution is double the amount of the loss of all victims or double the amount of my gain.
(e) If | am not a cilizen of the United States, a plea of guilty ta an offense punishable as a crime under state
law is grounds for deportation, exclusion from admission to the United States, or denial of naturalizalion

pursuant to the laws of the Uniled States

Exmmr_ 77

o gy

STATEMENT OF DEFENDANT ON PLEA OF GUILTY -1 |

[ TR
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3. IF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS APPLY THE BOX SHOULD BE CHECKED AND THE
>ARAGRAPH INITIALED BY THE DEFENDANT:

] f. This plea of guilty will result in suspension or revocation of my driver's license by the Department of
.icensing. If | have a driver's license, | must now surrender it to the judge.

] g. 1 understand that | may not possess, own, or have under my control any firearm unless my right lo do so is
estored by a court of record and that | must immediately surrender any concealed pistol license. RCW 9.41.040.

] h. If this case involves driving while under the influence of aleohol and/or being in actual physical control of a
rehicle while under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs, | have been Informed and understand that | will be

iubject to the penalties described in Attachment "A".

", | plead guilty to the crime(s) of as charged in the
:omplaint or citation(s) and notice(s). | have received a copy of that complaint(s) or citation(s) and notice(s) and |
nake this plea freely and voluntarily. No one has threatened harm of any kind to me or to any other person o
:ause me to make this plea and no person has made promises of any kind to cause me to enter this plea excepl

1s set forth in this statement.

i. The judge has asked me to state briefly in my own words what | did that makes me guilty, Instead of making 3
tatement, | agree that the court may review the police reports and/or a statement of probable cause supplied by
1e prosecution to establish a factual basis for the plea.

. | have been given a copy of this “Statement of Defendant on Plea of Guilty” and understand it and | have no
Jrther questions to ask the judge, .

JATE DEFENDANT

The foregoing statement, which the Defendant asserted he had previously read or an interpreter had
reviously read to the defendant was fully understood by the defendant and signed by the defendant in open court

1the presence of the undersigned judge,

| find the defendant's plea of guilty to be knowingly, intelligently, and voluntarily made. Defendant understands
1e charges and the consequences of the plea. There is a factual basis for the plea. The defendant is guilty as
harged.

IATED: JUDGE:

INTERPRETER'S DECLARATION |

am a cerfified interpreler or have been found otherwise qualified by the court to interprel in the

language, which the defendant understands, and | have
'so translated the foregoing statement for the defendant from English into that language. The defendant has
sknowledged his or her understanding of both the translation and the subject matler of this document. | certify
1der penally of perjury under the laws of the stale of Washington [hat the foregoing is truc and correcl,

-

ATED: Signed:

TATEMENT OF DEFENDANT ON PLEA OF GUILTY - Z |

A LA
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1

STATE OF WASHINGTON

COMMISSION-ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

F.O. Box 1817 * Olympia, Washington 98507 « (360) 753.4585 ¢ FAX (360) 586-291T 8

April 26, 2000.. ’ ;

Ms. Paula Perry -

Mayor , City of Wilkeson

540 Church Street

PO Box C .

Wilkeson, WA. 98396 - :

RE: © Judge AE. Hammermastcr

Dx;ar Mayor Perry:

This letter is to advise you that Judge Eugene Hammermaster is now in partial compliance with the
orders of the Commission on Judicial Conduct and of the Washington State Supreme Court.
Accordingly, he may resume the bench in the Wilkeson/South Prairie Municipal Court. The judge
has acquired the necessary recording cquipment and will be responsible for the complete and
accurate recording of every court proceeding. The judge will be subject to monitoring for two
years and the Commission wil] also likely review other aspects of the judge's work, but that process

should not impose any additional requircments of your city in that regard.

If you have further questjons, please do not hesitate to contact a Commission investigator or
myself. Thank you for your cooperation.

Shall

Gregory R. Dallaird, Chal

Sipeerely,

c.c.  Mike Reynolds, City Attorney {‘\ B mop o
Judge A. E. Hammermaster R

i

APR 27 2089 ¥/

exwr 8 e
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o
ORDINANCE NO. 7~ Z

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ORTING, “VVASHINGTON AUTHORIZING
THE CONDPUCT OF MUNICIPAL CQURT AT LOCATIONS OUTSIDE THE
C ITY LIMITS OF ORTING, WASHINGTON

threas the City of Orting, WaShmgton has a municipal court organized under
RCW 3.50 ct scq., and ‘
. Whereas, RCW 3.50.110 pmwdm that the legislative hady of the City shall
prescribe regular and special sessions of the Court, and
. Whereas, it has been {hc practice of the Co urt to hold hearings regarding bail,
warrants and other matters in the-office of the Municipal Judge in Sumner, Washington
or in detention facilitics where City prisoners are kept, and

Whereas, this practice has been efficient for all parties including defendants
arrested or threatencd with arrest and resulted in a more expeditipus release for them at

less expense to the City, and
Whereas, this practice may be in question and the Council Wlsh«:s to resolve any
) quzsnom
NOW, THEREFORE, the Council ofthc cuy of Ortmg, Washington do ardain as
follows: ;
¥
SECTION 1. A new section of thc Orting Mumcxpal Codc is hercby cnacted as

follows:

' 1-10-3 COURT SESSIONS - LOCATION The Court shall hold sessions on
dates determined by the Judge atter consulting with the Mayor at the Multi-Purpose
Building in Otling, Washiugton and, as to bail, arrest warrant and other matters may hald
hearings at the law office of the Judge, even though that location may be outside the city
limits of Orting, or at sucl othcr place of incarceration as the City may designate for the

handling of its prisoners,
SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after its passage and

publication as required by law.
day of July, 2001 and signed ia authentication of jts passage

L Blorres

PASSI:D this [Q
this {:2 ~ _day of July, 2001,

- MAYOR

| EXHIBIT L
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Attest: AppréVcd as to form:

M‘&_Qd%) %GAD\‘:}- S, 4l
Clerk City Altomey

~~.
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City of Orting

Municipal Court Phone: (360) 893-3160
F ax: (360) 893-3129

120 Washington Ave. N, Room 2
P.O. Box 489, Orting, WA 98360-0489

" July 30, 2001

State of Washington
Commission on Judicial Conduct

P.O. Box 1817
Olympia, Washington 98507

Re: 3210

Dear Commissioner’s,

Recently I had the opportunity to read:Statement of Allegations in regards to Honorable A,
Eugene Hammermaster, specifically part number IIL

I feel, T must say, that in the 18 years that I have worked with Judge Hammermaster he has
always been very professional and dignified in his courtroom manner, He has always been firm
and fair. I cannot see how questions to defendants in regards to their present situations can be
construed as belittling, abusive, rude or humiliating. I cannot see any other way to tmake a

judicious decision.

I'believe that T have not witnessed undignified courtroom practices from Judge Harmmermaster,
and hold him in the highest regard.

Sincerely,

Jean Miller
Court Clerk

i

Exmsn‘ﬁ
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Wendy Shook

P.O. Box 307
Wilkeson, Washington 98390

October 23, 2001

State of Washington
Commission on Judicial Conduct
P.O. Box 1817

Olympia, Washington 98507

Re: 3210

Dear Commissioners:

Having read the charges against Judge A.E. Harumermaster specifically relating to his
courtroom dermeanor, I wish to submit these comments based on my experience.

In Sumner, Judge Hammermaster presides over forty to fifty hearings in a single day.
During twelve years of observing him on the bench, I have often marveled at his ability

to address each and every defendant in the same unflappably dignified style.

Judge Hammermaster consistently reinforces the idea that power to make good decisions
is attainable for everyone, and with some defendants it takes a rather lengthy discussion
to get past the excuses to a workable solution. Those to whom good decisions come
more casily are unlikely to be participants in that process. But habitual misdemeanants
are guided to articulate their own conclusions about how they can satisfy their obligations
and stay out of trouble in the future, Some defendants have expressed gratztude for those
exercises in accountability, proudly sharing their accomphshments in law-abiding
behavwr with court staff.

Smcerely, i

Wendy Shook
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